Bay State Contest
The Bay State Contest will be held on Saturday, May 15, 2010 at Fitchburg State College. Please mark the date on your calendar! As always, we are looking for volunteers to help organize the event. We are short staffed, and in order for us to have a contest this year, it is imperative that we have the volunteers to serve on the contest committee. There are many different jobs, so even if you are entering lots of students, there are many ways that you could help without compromising the integrity of the event! We are looking for volunteers to help out before the event to organize it. Please contact Vivian Tsang at president@mmta.net if you can help!
Judged Festival
The Judged Festival will be held on Saturday, February 27, 2010 at the Wellesley Library. The theme of the Festival will be Sonatas and Sonatinas. Please visit the MMTA website at http://www.mmta.net/judgedFestivals.php for the required repertoire list and the rules.
Music Achievement Evaluations
I open with a word of appreciation and congratulation to all the MAE Chairs that participated in the Musical Achievement Evaluations. Again, it was a very successful year and we attribute the results to good organizing skills, dedication and attention to detail. The Centers mostly increased their numbers of entrants and the effective participation of the judges made it a very exciting experience.
Here are the numbers of teachers and students that participated in February, March and April in the Musical Achievement Evaluations. 
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EMAIL SCAM -Notice from National
MTNA has become aware of a scam directed toward music teachers. As many of you are likely aware, there has been a marked increase in the efforts of individuals performing acts of fraud via the Internet. Until recently these acts were not specifically targeted to independent music teachers, however, over the past few weeks many music teachers have received e-mails inquiring about having international students study with them. The person sending the e-mail poses as a parent interested in having their child or children study with them. The music teacher is offered prepayment for a certain amount of lessons, and once a cashier's check is sent and in the bank the teacher is asked to refund a large portion of the check because of some emergency or to pay for the fees the "parent" incurred in transferring the money and obtaining the check or for their children's travel. The cashier's check is an elaborate counterfeit and it takes the bank longer than usual to discover the fake..
If you receive an e-mail similar to one of those above do not respond to them. Due to the high number of these scams, it is impossible to investigate each e-mail. If you or someone you know have lost funds because of this type of fraud, please contact your local field office of the Secret Service. A list of field offices is available at http://www.secretservice.gov/field_offices.shtml.
For more information about common types of Internet fraud, visit the FBI website at http://www.fbi.gov/cyber/cysweep/cysweep1.htm.
GLMTA News
Greetings to all as we begin another great year. I hope this season finds your studios full and your teaching inspired.
GLMTA is planning several performance opportunities for students of MMTA teachers this year. On Saturday, December 5 th at 3:00 GLMTA is sponsoring an International Music Recital. Students and teachers perform music from around the world as well as standard classical repertoire. At the last two concerts, over a dozen ethnicities were represented. It is a celebration of the diversity that makes this country so great. The best part though… everyone bring delicious foods of their ethnic background. It's a concert and a feast. This concert will be held at the Parish Center for the Arts in Westford. If you have any questions call Steve Zocchi at 978-761-0633 or email spzocchi@yahoo.com.
On Sunday February 7 th at 3:30 GLMTA will sponsor GLMTA Teachers in Concert. This is a fundraising event which helps support other upcoming events. Also, we donate half of the proceeds to Feed the Children. We have donated over $500 to Feed the Children in the last two years. All MMTA members are invited to participate, although we never have a shortage of performers. This event will also be at the Parish Center in Westford. (Tickets are $15, available at the door) Call Steve Zocchi with any questions.
We are trying a new event on May 2 nd at 6:30 PM at the Parish Center in Westford. We are sponsoring a recital of Original Compositions and Improvisation. Teachers and Students will perform. This should be an interesting experiment. This concert seeks to help rekindle the excitement of the composer as performer and music on the spot.
On May 30 th GLMTA will be having a dinner party and elections. (More on that later) And of course, we will be having our annual July Jamboree Concerts on July 11 th .
